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X1 : Named Pipe Directory Listings
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3 Sysinternals Freeware - Systems Internals Tips and Trivia - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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=
_5“"_“"“‘“’" by Named Pipe Directory Listings
W ‘Internals Did you know that the device driver that implements named pipes is actually a file system
driver? In fact, the driver's name is NPFS.5Y3, for "Mamed Pipe File Systemn”. ¥What you J

might also find surprizing is that its possible to obtain a directory listing of the named pipes
defined on a system. This fact is not documented, nor is it possible to do this using the
Win32 APL Directly using NtQueryDirectoryFile, the native function that the Win32 FindFile

instances.

Download PipeList (25KB)

Fipe menu entry

APls rely on, makes it possible to list the pipes. The directory listing NPFS retums also
indicates the maxirmum number of pipe instances set for each pipe and the number of active

To demonstrate the listing of named pipes I've written a program called PipelList. Pipelist
displays the named pipes on your system, including the number of maximum instances and
active instances for each pipe. Full source code is included

Related tip: You can watch named pipe activity with Filemon by selecting the Drives, Named
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